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Using simple mathematical formulas, most as basic as Pythagoras's theorem and
requiring only a very limited knowledge of mathematics, Professor Huntley
explores the fascinating relationship between geometry and aesthetics. Poetry,
patterns like Pascal's triangle, philosophy, psychology, music, and dozens of
simple mathematical figures are enlisted to show that the "divine proportion" or
"golden ratio" is a feature of geometry and analysis which awakes answering
echoes in the human psyche. When we judge a work of art aesthetically
satisfying, according to his formulation, we are making it conform to a pattern
whose outline is laid down in simple geometrical figures; and it is the analysis of
these figures which forms the core of Professor Huntley's book.
For the philosopher, scientist, poet, art historian, music listener, artist, as well as
the general reader who wants to understand more about the fascinating properties
of numbers, this is a beautifully written, exciting account of the search for a
naturally manifested aesthetic that has occupied man since he first asked the
question "why?"
"This is a delightful book to read. . . . It wanders here and there through some of
the most attractive byways of simple mathematics, returning always to the
oddities and pleasures of the golden section. This is a browser's book — a happy,
untidy traveling or bedside book for those who know how to enjoy the charm of
numbers and shapes." — Dr. J. Bronowski, The Salk Institute.
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limited knowledge of mathematics, Professor Huntley explores the fascinating relationship between
geometry and aesthetics. Poetry, patterns like Pascal's triangle, philosophy, psychology, music, and dozens
of simple mathematical figures are enlisted to show that the "divine proportion" or "golden ratio" is a feature
of geometry and analysis which awakes answering echoes in the human psyche. When we judge a work of
art aesthetically satisfying, according to his formulation, we are making it conform to a pattern whose outline
is laid down in simple geometrical figures; and it is the analysis of these figures which forms the core of
Professor Huntley's book.
For the philosopher, scientist, poet, art historian, music listener, artist, as well as the general reader who
wants to understand more about the fascinating properties of numbers, this is a beautifully written, exciting
account of the search for a naturally manifested aesthetic that has occupied man since he first asked the
question "why?"
"This is a delightful book to read. . . . It wanders here and there through some of the most attractive byways
of simple mathematics, returning always to the oddities and pleasures of the golden section. This is a
browser's book — a happy, untidy traveling or bedside book for those who know how to enjoy the charm of
numbers and shapes." — Dr. J. Bronowski, The Salk Institute.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover

Using simple mathematical formulas, most as basic as Pythagoras's theorem and requiring only a very
limited knowledge of mathematics, Professor Huntley explores the fascinating relationship between
geometry and aesthetics. Poetry, patterns like Pascal's triangle, philosophy, psychology, music, and dozens
of simple mathematical figures are enlisted to show that the "divine proportion" or "golden ratio" is a feature
of geometry and analysis which awakes answering echoes in the human psyche. When we judge a work of
art aesthetically satisfying, according to his formulation, we are making it conform to a pattern whose outline
is laid down in simple geometrical figures; and it is the analysis of these figures which forms the core of
Professor Huntley's book.
For the philosopher, scientist, poet, art historian, music listener, artist, as well as the general reader who
wants to understand more about the fascinating properties of numbers, this is a beautifully written, exciting
account of the search for a naturally manifested aesthetic that has occupied man since he first asked the
question "why?"
"This is a delightful book to read. . . . It wanders here and there through some of the most attractive byways
of simple mathematics, returning always to the oddities and pleasures of the golden section. This is a
browser's book—a happy, untidy traveling or bedside book for those who know how to enjoy the charm of
numbers and shapes."—Dr. J. Bronowski, The Salk Institute.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Trisha Sherman:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each book has different aim as well as goal; it means that book
has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is usually reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, man feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or maybe exercise.
Well, probably you will want this The Divine Proportion: A Study in Mathematical Beauty (Dover Books on
Mathematics).

Rickie Miller:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with
their family, or their own friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, planning to
beach, or picnic within the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Will you
something different to fill your free time/ holiday? May be reading a book could be option to fill your cost-



free time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you
want to try out look for book, may be the book untitled The Divine Proportion: A Study in Mathematical
Beauty (Dover Books on Mathematics) can be excellent book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Sean Lee:

This The Divine Proportion: A Study in Mathematical Beauty (Dover Books on Mathematics) is great
publication for you because the content that is full of information for you who always deal with world and
have to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it details accurately using great manage
word or we can say no rambling sentences included. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole
data in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but tough core information with
lovely delivering sentences. Having The Divine Proportion: A Study in Mathematical Beauty (Dover Books
on Mathematics) in your hand like having the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous 1. We can
say that no reserve that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen tiny right but this guide already do that. So ,
it is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt that?

Mary Barnett:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got pupils? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you also
know that little person including reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important and book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge,
except your own teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update with regards to something by book. Many
kinds of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is niagra The Divine Proportion: A
Study in Mathematical Beauty (Dover Books on Mathematics).
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