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Written by Stu Maschwitz, co-founder of the Orphanage (the legendary guerrilla
visual effects studio responsible for amazing and award-winning effects in such
movies as Sin City, The Day After Tomorrow, and Harry Potter and the Goblet
of Fire), this book is a must-have for all those budding filmmakers and students
who want to produce action movies with visual effects but don't have Hollywood
budgets. The Orphanage was created by three twenty-something visual effects
veterans who wanted to make their own feature films and discovered they could
do this by utilizing home computers, off the shelf software, and approaching
things artistically. This guide details exactly how to do this: from planning and
selecting the necessary cameras, software, and equipment, to creating specific
special effects (including gunfire, Kung Fu fighting, car chases, dismemberment,
and more) to editing and mixing sound and music. Its mantra is that the best,
low-budget action moviemakers must visualize the end product first in order to
reverse-engineer the least expensive way to get there. Readers will learn how to
integrate visual effects into every aspect of filmmaking--before filming, during
filming and with "in camera" shots, and with computers in postproduction.
Throughout the book, the author makes specific references to and uses popular
action movies (both low and big-budget) as detailed examples--including El
Mariachi, La Femme Nikita, Die Hard, and Terminator 2. Note from the
Publisher: If you have the 3rd printing of The DV Rebel’s Guide, your disc may
be missing the data files that accompany the book. If this is the case, please send
an email to Peachpit in order to obtain the files at ask@peachpit.com
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Editorial Review

Review

 "I'd been wanting to write a book for the new breed of digital filmmakers,
but now I don't have to. My pal and fellow movie maker Stu Maschwitz has
compressed years of experience into this thorough guide. Don't make a movie
without reading this book!"
 -Robert Rodriguez, filmmaker and author of Rebel Without a Crew

About the Author
Stu Maschwitz is a director, visual effects supervisor, renowned technologist and founding partner of The
Orphanage, a leading VFX and film production company based in Los Angeles and San Francisco. Hailed by
Shoot Magazine as one of the “Ten Commercial Directors To Watch,” Maschwitz has quickly gained a
reputation for his ability to tackle extraordinarily complex visual challenges while injecting his signature wry
sense of humor and kinetic filmmaking style. An innovator in filmmaking technology, Maschwitz is the
creator of The Orphanage’s revolutionary Magic Bullet software—which gives inexpensive digital video the
lush look of film. Prior to joining up with his fellow co-conspirators to start The Orphanage, Maschwitz
spent five years at George Lucas’ Industrial Light + Magic. He is a graduate of CalArts School of
Animation.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Thomas Melendez:

The book The DV Rebel's Guide: An All-Digital Approach to Making Killer Action Movies on the Cheap
give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable a lot more increase.
Book can to be your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem together with your subject. If
you can make reading a book The DV Rebel's Guide: An All-Digital Approach to Making Killer Action
Movies on the Cheap to become your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your own capable,
increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You may know everything if you like wide open and
read a publication The DV Rebel's Guide: An All-Digital Approach to Making Killer Action Movies on the
Cheap. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how
do you think about this book?

Margie Sutton:

Now a day those who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources within it can be true or not need people to be aware of each info they get. How individuals to
be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Looking at a book
can help people out of this uncertainty Information specifically this The DV Rebel's Guide: An All-Digital
Approach to Making Killer Action Movies on the Cheap book because this book offers you rich facts and
knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already



know.

Kimberly Hopkins:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you could have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love The DV Rebel's Guide: An All-
Digital Approach to Making Killer Action Movies on the Cheap, you can enjoy both. It is fine combination
right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout
people. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

David McGowan:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Try to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its handle
may doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because
fantastic as in the outside look likes. Maybe you answer may be The DV Rebel's Guide: An All-Digital
Approach to Making Killer Action Movies on the Cheap why because the excellent cover that make you
consider with regards to the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is fantastic as the
outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.
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