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This volume provides a new annotated edition of the two layers of the 'Sanaa
palimpsest’, one of the oldest Qur'an manuscripts yet discovered, together with a
critical introduction that offers new hypotheses concerning the transmission of
the Qur'an during the first centuries of Islam. The palimpsest contains two
superimposed Qur'anic texts within two layers of writing, on thirty-eight leaves
of parchment collectively numbered MS 01-27.1 in the Dar al-Makhtutat (lit. 'the
House of Manuscripts) in Sanaa, Y emen. The palimpsest's lower text, which has
been dated to the first century of 1slam (seventh century CE), was subsequently
erased and the parchment was later reused for writing another Qur'anic text,
which remains visible in natural light. This upper text is thought to date from the
second century of Islam (eighth century CE). The two layers were imaged in
2007 by a French-Italian mission.

Both Qur'anic texts are fragmented and present aspects of work in progress. Inits
lower layer, the manuscript offers the oldest withess of areading instructionin a
Qur'an text and perhaps even in any Arabic text. Such peculiarities offer rare
evidence as to how the Qur'an was transmitted, taught and written down in the
first centuries of Islam. In this book, AsmaHilali presents an annotated edition of
the texts, together with a critical introduction. These contextualise the volume
within the field of Qur'an manuscript studies, and engage with the historical and
institutional contexts of transmission of the Qur'anic passages. The volume aso
makes systematic reference to previous studies and partial editions of the same
manuscript.
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This volume provides a new annotated edition of the two layers of the 'Sanaa palimpsest', one of the oldest
Qur'an manuscripts yet discovered, together with a critical introduction that offers new hypotheses
concerning the transmission of the Qur'an during the first centuries of Islam. The palimpsest contains two
superimposed Qur'anic texts within two layers of writing, on thirty-eight leaves of parchment collectively
numbered MS 01-27.1 in the Dar a-Makhtutat (lit. 'the House of Manuscripts) in Sanaa, Yemen. The
palimpsest's lower text, which has been dated to the first century of Islam (seventh century CE), was
subsequently erased and the parchment was later reused for writing another Qur'anic text, which remains
visible in natural light. This upper text is thought to date from the second century of 1slam (eighth century
CE). The two layers were imaged in 2007 by a French-Italian mission.

Both Qur'anic texts are fragmented and present aspects of work in progress. In its lower layer, the manuscript
offers the oldest witness of areading instruction in a Qur'an text and perhaps even in any Arabic text. Such
peculiarities offer rare evidence as to how the Qur'an was transmitted, taught and written down in the first
centuries of Islam. In this book, Asma Hilali presents an annotated edition of the texts, together with a
critical introduction. These contextualise the volume within the field of Qur'an manuscript studies, and
engage with the historical and institutional contexts of transmission of the Qur'anic passages. The volume
also makes systematic reference to previous studies and partial editions of the same manuscript.
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Editorial Review
Review

"Both parts of this volume, the edition and the introduction, are equally impressive, displaying as
comfortable and sure a hand with the technicalities of codicology as with scrutiny and assessment of the
Sanaa palimpsest as an historical object. Hilali's technical as well as analytical judgements are sober and
acutely insightful. They disallow the intrusion of anachronistic considerations and the inflection of
judgement by unnecessary yet all-too-common theological or doctrinal assumptions. Instead, the author's
interpretation and choices display a keen sense for clues, and open avenues towards reconstructing one more
element in the jigsaw puzzle that is the interconnected histories of Qur'anic enunciation, composition,
reiteration, redaction, and early circulation."--Aziz al-Azmeh, University Professor, Department of History,
Central European University, Budapest

"Dr Hilali's anticipated publication on the Sanaa palimpsest provides fresh material for the further study of
this fascinating document and offers new hypotheses about its origins. | have no doubt that the field of
Qur'anic studies will greatly benefit from her insightful study."--Francois Déroche, Professor of the History
of the Qur'an (Text and Transmission), Collége de France

About the Author

Asma Hilali is a Research Associate in the Department of Academic Research and Publications at The
Institute of Ismaili Studies. She gained her PhD from |'Ecol e Pratique des Hautes Etudes, Paris. Dr Hilali has
worked in various research centres in Germany, France and the United Kingdom. Her main interest is related
to the transmission of religious literature in early and mediaeval 1slam, and the issues of how religious texts
were used and what impact this use had on their forms and contents.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
John Silver stein:

The book The Sanaa Palimpsest: The Transmission of the Qur'an in the First Centuries AH (Qur'anic Studies
Series) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So why must we |eave a good
thing like abook The Sanaa Palimpsest: The Transmission of the Qur'an in the First Centuries AH (Qur'anic
Studies Series)? Some of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim that will book can give
many details for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or info
that you take for that, you can give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book The Sanaa
Palimpsest: The Transmission of the Qur'an in the First Centuries AH (Qur'anic Studies Series) has simple
shape however you know: it has great and big function for you. Y ou can appear the enormous world by
available and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.



Todd Pfeifer:

What do you concerning book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what yours problem? How about your extratime? Or are you busy man? If you don't
have spare time to do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have free time?
What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They must answer that question due to the
fact just their can do which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is appropriate.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need this kind of The Sanaa Palimpsest: The
Transmission of the Qur'an in the First Centuries AH (Qur'anic Studies Series) to read.

Jeanne Pratt:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded
place and notice by simply surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated it for awhile
isreading. Y es, by reading a publication your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand up than
other ishigh. To suit your needs who want to start reading a book, we give you this kind of The Sanaa
Palimpsest: The Transmission of the Qur'an in the First Centuries AH (Qur'anic Studies Series) book as basic
and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Thomas Smith:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will certainly filled the spacein your house, you could
have it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This kind of The Sanaa Palimpsest: The Transmission of
the Qur'an in the First Centuries AH (Qur'anic Studies Series) can give you alot of pals because by you
looking at this one book you have matter that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting
person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to get success. This publication offer you
information that possibly your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than additional make you to be great
folks. So, why hesitate? Let us have The Sanaa Palimpsest: The Transmission of the Qur'an in the First
Centuries AH (Qur'anic Studies Series).
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