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This richly illustrated field guide serves as an introduction to the wildflowers and
plant communities of the southern Appalachians and the rolling hills of the
adjoining piedmont. Rather than organizing plants, including trees, shrubs, and
herbaceous plants, by flower color or family characteristics, as is done in most
guidebooks, botanist Tim Spira takes a holistic, ecological approach that enables
the reader to identify and learn about plants in their natural communities. This
approach, says Spira, better reflects the natural world, as plants, like other
organisms, don't live in isolation; they coexist and interact in myriad ways.

Full-color photo keys allow the reader to rapidly preview plants found within
each of the 21 major plant communities described, and the illustrated species
description for each of the 340 featured plants includes fascinating information
about the ecology and natural history of each plant in its larger environment.
With this new format, readers can see how the mountain and piedmont
landscapes form a mosaic of plant communities that harbor particular groups of
plants. The volume also includes a glossary, illustrations of plant structures, and
descriptions of sites to visit. Whether you're a beginning naturalist or an expert
botanist, this guidebook is a useful companion on field excursions and
wildflower walks, as well as a valuable reference.

Southern Gateways Guide is a registered trademark of the University of North
Carolina Press
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This richly illustrated field guide serves as an introduction to the wildflowers and plant communities of the
southern Appalachians and the rolling hills of the adjoining piedmont. Rather than organizing plants,
including trees, shrubs, and herbaceous plants, by flower color or family characteristics, as is done in most
guidebooks, botanist Tim Spira takes a holistic, ecological approach that enables the reader to identify and
learn about plants in their natural communities. This approach, says Spira, better reflects the natural world,
as plants, like other organisms, don't live in isolation; they coexist and interact in myriad ways.

Full-color photo keys allow the reader to rapidly preview plants found within each of the 21 major plant
communities described, and the illustrated species description for each of the 340 featured plants includes
fascinating information about the ecology and natural history of each plant in its larger environment. With
this new format, readers can see how the mountain and piedmont landscapes form a mosaic of plant
communities that harbor particular groups of plants. The volume also includes a glossary, illustrations of
plant structures, and descriptions of sites to visit. Whether you're a beginning naturalist or an expert botanist,
this guidebook is a useful companion on field excursions and wildflower walks, as well as a valuable
reference.

Southern Gateways Guide is a registered trademark of the University of North Carolina Press
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Editorial Review

Review
It deserves a good look from individuals interested in natural history, plant communities and diversity, and
conservation.--Plant Science Bulletin

Whether you are a beginning naturalist or an expert botanist, this guidebook is a useful companion on field
excursions and wildflower walks, as well as a valuable reference." --McCormick Messenger

I have never met [Spira], but I feel indebted to him for the time and thought that went into the compilation of
this wonderful new source guide. I never thought I'd see anything this good on this topic for this region in
my lifetime.--Asheville Citizen Times

Twenty-one major plant communities are described in detail, and the refreshing and easy-to-use format
allows readers to explore each of the 340 featured plants in terms of their natural history, ecology, habitat,
range, and uses--where applicable. Highly recommended.--Virginia Wildlife

One of the finest contributions to regional plant studies in recent years.--Asheville Citizen Times

This book, with its color coded sections, is easy to use. . . . Recommended. Upper-division undergraduates,
graduate students, two-year technical program students, and general readers.--Choice

His book differs from others because it is organized by plant communities. . . . Spira makes it easier to
understand the relationship between plant species and their particular physical environment. . . . This book
certainly piqued my curiosity and has found a home on my book shelf.--And Sow Forth

Review
Tim Spira's book breaks new and fertile ground in the field of natural history. Using what is quickly
becoming the state-of-the-art approach to understanding native plants--by considering them fully within their
natural communities--Spira has successfully created a wonderful field guide to the southern Appalachian
region.--Robert Wyatt, Professor Emeritus of Botany and Ecology, University of Georgia



Full of gorgeous photography, this in-depth guide to plant communities and plant identification will be of
immense interest to field naturalists as well as birders, wildflower enthusiasts, hikers, nature lovers, and
photographers.--Peter White, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

From the Inside Flap
This field guide serves as an introduction to the wildflowers and plant communities of the southern
Appalachians and the adjoining piedmont. Rather than organizing plants, including trees, shrubs, and
herbaceous plants, by flower color or family characteristics, as is done in most guidebooks, botanist Tim
Spira takes a holistic, ecological approach that enables the reader to identify and learn about plants in their
natural communities.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Joaquin Hogan:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important normally. The book Wildflowers and Plant Communities of the Southern
Appalachian Mountains and Piedmont: A Naturalist's Guide to the Carolinas, Virginia, Tennessee, and
Georgia (Southern Gateways Guides) has been making you to know about other expertise and of course you
can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The book Wildflowers and Plant
Communities of the Southern Appalachian Mountains and Piedmont: A Naturalist's Guide to the Carolinas,
Virginia, Tennessee, and Georgia (Southern Gateways Guides) is not only giving you much more new
information but also to be your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend
time to read your book. Try to make relationship together with the book Wildflowers and Plant Communities
of the Southern Appalachian Mountains and Piedmont: A Naturalist's Guide to the Carolinas, Virginia,
Tennessee, and Georgia (Southern Gateways Guides). You never really feel lose out for everything in the
event you read some books.

Leon Santiago:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
their particular friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to
fill your current free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book might be option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to try
look for book, may be the reserve untitled Wildflowers and Plant Communities of the Southern Appalachian
Mountains and Piedmont: A Naturalist's Guide to the Carolinas, Virginia, Tennessee, and Georgia (Southern
Gateways Guides) can be excellent book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Antonio Fells:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Wildflowers and Plant Communities
of the Southern Appalachian Mountains and Piedmont: A Naturalist's Guide to the Carolinas, Virginia,
Tennessee, and Georgia (Southern Gateways Guides) book written by well-known writer we are excited for



well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who read the book. Written in good manner
for you, leaking every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still question
Wildflowers and Plant Communities of the Southern Appalachian Mountains and Piedmont: A Naturalist's
Guide to the Carolinas, Virginia, Tennessee, and Georgia (Southern Gateways Guides) as good book not
simply by the cover but also from the content. This is one guide that can break don't judge book by its
protect, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your studying sixth
sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Melinda Brown:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book as compared to can
satisfy your short space of time to read it because all this time you only find book that need more time to be
study. Wildflowers and Plant Communities of the Southern Appalachian Mountains and Piedmont: A
Naturalist's Guide to the Carolinas, Virginia, Tennessee, and Georgia (Southern Gateways Guides) can be
your answer as it can be read by you who have those short free time problems.
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