
Adam Smith in Beijing: Lineages of the 21st
Century

By Giovanni Arrighi

Adam Smith in Beijing: Lineages of the 21st Century By Giovanni Arrighi

In the late eighteenth century, the political economist Adam Smith predicted an
eventual equalization of power between the West and the territories it had
conquered. In this magisterial new work, Giovanni Arrighi shows how China’s
extraordinary rise invites us to reassess radically the conventional reading of The
Wealth of Nations. He examines how recent US attempts to create the first truly
global empire were conceived to counter China’s spectacular economic success
Now America’s disastrous failure in Iraq has made the People’s Republic of
China the true winner in the US War on Terror.

China may soon become again the kind of noncapitalist market economy that
Smith described, an event that will reconfigure world trade and the global
balance of power.
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In the late eighteenth century, the political economist Adam Smith predicted an eventual equalization of
power between the West and the territories it had conquered. In this magisterial new work, Giovanni Arrighi
shows how China’s extraordinary rise invites us to reassess radically the conventional reading of The Wealth
of Nations. He examines how recent US attempts to create the first truly global empire were conceived to
counter China’s spectacular economic success Now America’s disastrous failure in Iraq has made the
People’s Republic of China the true winner in the US War on Terror.

China may soon become again the kind of noncapitalist market economy that Smith described, an event that
will reconfigure world trade and the global balance of power.
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Editorial Review

Review
“Arrighi is a student of the French historian Fernand Braudel, and the book has the range and ambition of
Braudel’s work.”—Financial Times

“Adam Smith in Beijing follows, and completes, his previous volume The Long Twentieth Century. Together
they constitute a stunning work of world history with theoretical and political intent whose intellectual roots
lie in a mix of radical historiographical traditions.”—Radical Philosophy

“This book is an impressive result; it will have a major impact ... Arrighi argues his case in great
detail—using an elaborate exegesis of The Wealth of Nations, which will send many readers back to that text
in amazement.”—Economic and Political Weekly

Review
Arrighi leads us on a breathtaking tour of the history of world capitalism over the past three hundred years,
and suggests where we may be headed in the future.

About the Author
Giovanni Arrighi (1937–2009) was Professor of Sociology at Johns Hopkins University. His books include
The Long Twentieth Century, Adam Smith in Beijing, and, with Beverly Silver, Chaos and Governance in the
Modern World System. His work has appeared in many publications, including New Left Review—who
published an interview on his life-long intellectual trajectory in March–April 2009, and an obituary in
Nov–Dec 2009—and there are more accounts on his memorial website.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Amos Curley:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the guide entitled Adam Smith in Beijing: Lineages of the 21st Century. Try to make
book Adam Smith in Beijing: Lineages of the 21st Century as your buddy. It means that it can being your
friend when you sense alone and beside that course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned
for yourself. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book.
So , we need to make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Brian Rocha:

The book Adam Smith in Beijing: Lineages of the 21st Century give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your
spare time. You can utilize to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to get your best friend when
you getting tension or having big problem with your subject. If you can make reading through a book Adam
Smith in Beijing: Lineages of the 21st Century to get your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add

http://www.newleftreview.org/?page=article&view=2771
http://www.newleftreview.org/?view=2814
http://www.sympathytree.com/giovanniarrighi1937/


your personal capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You are able to know
everything if you like wide open and read a guide Adam Smith in Beijing: Lineages of the 21st Century.
Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you
think about this e-book?

Nancy Gump:

The ability that you get from Adam Smith in Beijing: Lineages of the 21st Century will be the more deep
you digging the information that hide within the words the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't
mean that this book is hard to know but Adam Smith in Beijing: Lineages of the 21st Century giving you
enjoyment feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by
means of anyone who read it because the author of this book is well-known enough. That book also makes
your own personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or
e-book style are available. We advise you for having this Adam Smith in Beijing: Lineages of the 21st
Century instantly.

Amanda Young:

Reserve is one of source of know-how. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen will need book to know the change information of year to year. As we know
those publications have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the
world. Through the book Adam Smith in Beijing: Lineages of the 21st Century we can get more advantage.
Don't someone to be creative people? To be creative person must love to read a book. Just choose the best
book that appropriate with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this book Adam Smith in Beijing:
Lineages of the 21st Century. You can more inviting than now.
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