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From the author of PERFECT and LUSH, another novdl that tellsit likeit is.

The perils of dealing with a new stepfamily are illuminated with the same
Blume-like heart and wit that Natasha Friend brought to PERFECT and LUSH.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal

Grade 6-8—At her 13th-birthday dinner, Evyn's hippie father, Birdie, drops abomb. Heis going to marry
Eleni Gartos, a college professor with six children, and Evyn and her 15-year-old brother will be leaving
their home in Maine and moving to Boston with him. Evyn feels that her world has collapsed, while Mackey
just asks to have two desserts. Feeling alone, the girl begins a dialogue with her dead mother as she imagines
her. Friend captures the emotions and angst of a teen on the brink of womanhood thrust into alarge, voca
stepfamily while having to share her father with awoman she hardly knows and a house full of stepsiblings.
Throughout her ups and downs, Birdi€'s love remains constant, her stepsiblings are accepting, and her
brother is transforming himself from a nerdy computer geek into a fledgling thespian. When her stepmother
becomes pregnant, Evyn sets out to hop a bus to Maine. The beginnings of acceptance and possibilities are
ignited as she learnsto follow her inner "wise woman"—her mother's advice-and to "bounce” with the
changesin her life. Friend offers no fairy-tale ending but presents, through hip conversations and humor,
believable characters and afeel-good story with a satisfying amount of pathos—D. Maria LaRocco,
Cuyahoga Public Library, Srongsville, OH

Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

About the Author

Award-winning author of Perfect, Natasha Friend was born in Norwich, New Y ork. Upon receiving her B.A.
in Psychology in 1994 from Bates College, Natasha went on to Clemson University to earn her M.A. in
English in 1997. Asaformer camp director and English teacher, Natasha enjoys singing and song-lyric
writing and plans to write more books in the future. Her first book, Perfect, poignantly probes the hushed
struggles of body image, eating disorders, and grief. Perfect has won the Milkweed Prize for Children’s
Literature and Book Sense's Pick. When commenting on Perfect, Booklist wrote, “Friend el evates what
could have been just another problem novel to atruly worthwhile read of great interest to many girls.”

Natasha' s newest title, Lush, boldly delves into the tumultuous life and mind of athirteen-year-old girl
whose father is an alcoholic. Samantha must cope with sadness, secrecy, and shame in addition to her own
teenage trials. Just when Samantha’ s skin toughens and emotions numb, it gets worse for her. Natasha wrote
this book in an effort to spotlight the proverbial “elephant in the room,” so that its presence is acknowledged
and removed.

Natasha currently resides in Connecticut with her husband, Erik, and sons, Jack and Ben.
Users Review

From reader reviews:

Guy Gregory:

Reading a e-book can be one of alot of exercise that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are alot of reasons why people love it. First reading a reserve will give you alot of new
info. When you read a publication you will get new information mainly because book is one of many ways to
share the information as well as their idea. Second, looking at a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially fiction book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the
people do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to some others. When you read this Bounce, you



may tells your family, friends along with soon about yours reserve. Y our knowledge can inspire different
ones, make them reading areserve.

Tammy Robinson:

Spent afree time for you to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, likely to beach,
or picnic inside park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you fedl it? Would you like to
something different to fill your free time/ holiday? May be reading a book could be option to fill your free of
charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If
you want to attempt ook for book, may be the publication untitled Bounce can be good book to read. May be
it might be best activity to you.

Rosalie Cox:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Bounce guide written by well-
known writer who really knows well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who else read
the book. Written in good manner for you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your
own personal hunger then you still question Bounce as good book not only by the cover but also by the
content. Thisis one e-book that can break don't judge book by its deal with, so do you still needing another
sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense aready told you so why you have to
listening to yet another sixth sense.

Mark Guerrero:;

This Bounce is great reserve for you because the content which can be full of information for you who have
aways deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. That book revedl it info accurately
using great plan word or we can say no rambling sentencesin it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can
have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but tough core
information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Bounce in your hand like having the world in your
arm, factsin it isnot ridiculous just one. We can say that no publication that offer you world throughout ten
or fifteen second right but this publication already do that. So , thisis certainly good reading book. Hey Mr.
and Mrs. active do you still doubt in which?
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