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Many reasons can be given for the rise of Christianity in late antiquity and its
flourishing in the medieval world. In asking how Christianity succeeded in
becoming the dominant ideology in the unpromising circumstances of the Roman
Empire, Averil Cameron turns to the development of Christian discourse over the
first to sixth centuries A.D., investigating the discourse's essential characteristics,
its effects on existing forms of communication, and its eventual preeminence.
Scholars of late antiquity and general readers interested in this crucial historical
period will be intrigued by her exploration of these influential changes in modes
of communication.

The emphasis that Christians placed on language—writing, talking, and
preaching—made possible the formation of a powerful and indeed a totalizing
discourse, argues the author. Christian discourse was sufficiently flexible to be
used as a public and political instrument, yet at the same time to be used to
express private feelings and emotion. Embracing the two opposing poles of logic
and mystery, it contributed powerfully to the gradual acceptance of Christianity
and the faith's transformation from the enthusiasm of a small sect to an
institutionalized world religion.
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Many reasons can be given for the rise of Christianity in late antiquity and its flourishing in the medieval
world. In asking how Christianity succeeded in becoming the dominant ideology in the unpromising
circumstances of the Roman Empire, Averil Cameron turns to the development of Christian discourse over
the first to sixth centuries A.D., investigating the discourse's essential characteristics, its effects on existing
forms of communication, and its eventual preeminence. Scholars of late antiquity and general readers
interested in this crucial historical period will be intrigued by her exploration of these influential changes in
modes of communication.

The emphasis that Christians placed on language—writing, talking, and preaching—made possible the
formation of a powerful and indeed a totalizing discourse, argues the author. Christian discourse was
sufficiently flexible to be used as a public and political instrument, yet at the same time to be used to express
private feelings and emotion. Embracing the two opposing poles of logic and mystery, it contributed
powerfully to the gradual acceptance of Christianity and the faith's transformation from the enthusiasm of a
small sect to an institutionalized world religion.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Cameron's lectures. . . are the work of a master hand, and deal with a question to which an apparently
increasing number of ancient historians wish to turn, namely the mysterious problem of the spread of
Christianity in a society that showed little sign of being sympathetic."--Henry Chadwick, "Times Literary
Supplement

About the Author

Averil Cameron is Professor of Late Antique and Byzantine Studies at the University of London, King's
College. Her many publications include Images of Women in Antiquity, edited with Amélie Kuhrt (1983),
Procopius and the Sixth Century (California, 1985), and History as Text (1989).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Alan Sours:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they're still students or it for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't wish do that. You must know how great and also important the book Christianity and the Rhetoric
of Empire: The Development of Christian Discourse (Sather Classical Lectures). All type of book could you
see on many sources. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Arthur Fabry:

This Christianity and the Rhetoric of Empire: The Development of Christian Discourse (Sather Classical
Lectures) book is not really ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you
get by reading this book is actually information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get data which is
getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. That Christianity and the Rhetoric of
Empire: The Development of Christian Discourse (Sather Classical Lectures) without we understand teach
the one who examining it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't always be worry Christianity
and the Rhetoric of Empire: The Development of Christian Discourse (Sather Classical Lectures) can bring if
you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it inside your
lovely laptop even phone. This Christianity and the Rhetoric of Empire: The Development of Christian
Discourse (Sather Classical Lectures) having great arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not
feel uninterested in reading.



David Cormier:

Here thing why this Christianity and the Rhetoric of Empire: The Development of Christian Discourse
(Sather Classical Lectures) are different and dependable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good
nevertheless it depends in the content of computer which is the content is as delightful as food or not.
Christianity and the Rhetoric of Empire: The Development of Christian Discourse (Sather Classical
Lectures) giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no
e-book that similar with Christianity and the Rhetoric of Empire: The Development of Christian Discourse
(Sather Classical Lectures). It gives you thrill examining journey, its open up your own personal eyes about
the thing in which happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. It is easy to bring
everywhere like in park, café, or even in your way home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in
bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Christianity and the Rhetoric of Empire: The Development
of Christian Discourse (Sather Classical Lectures) in e-book can be your alternative.

Stephen Stansbury:

The particular book Christianity and the Rhetoric of Empire: The Development of Christian Discourse
(Sather Classical Lectures) has a lot info on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of
advantage. The book was authored by the very famous author. The writer makes some research before write
this book. This specific book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after perusing this book.
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