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An enchanting collection of classic Indian folklore, by turns harrowing and
comic, sardonic and allegorical, mysterious and romantic.

Gods disguised as beggars and beasts; animals enacting Machiavellian intrigues:
sagacious jesters and magical storytellers; wise counselors and foolish kings—all
of these inhabit a fabular world, yet one firmly grounded in everyday life.
Augmented by A. K. Ramanujan’ s definitive introduction and notes, this
Pantheon Fairy Tale and Folklore Library edition combines over one hundred
tales translated from twenty-two different languages. It is an indispensable guide
to India's ageless folklore tradition.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

The 111 tales chosen by translator and poet Ramanujan illustrate the heterogeneity of Indian society and its
oral folktale tradition. Ranging in length from afew paragraphsto 10 pages, the short narratives fall into
seven basic categories. male-, female- or family-centered; concerning either fate or the supernatural;
humorous; animal tales; and metafiction. The stories are arranged in "cycles or sessions'--11 groupings
containing at least one example of each of the seven themes. Additionally, the associative nature of the tales
within each cycle further reinforces the storyteller illusion. Unlike myths, folktales are profane rather than
sacred. Thus there are tales wherein humans outwit either gods or fate itself, and where the poor mock the
rich (and the caste system). Two recurring characters are the jesters Tenali Rama and Ghopal Bhar, tricksters
akin to the Western harlequin. According to Ramanujan, entertainment rather than education is the primary
purpose of the folktale, agoal achieved by these stories even when they are also didactic.

Copyright 1991 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal

Y A-- This selection of oral tales from 21 Indian languages captures the rich variety of human emotions as
revealed in the lives of people in that subcontinent. The charm of these talesisincreased by Ramanujan's

insightful introduction that enhances readers understanding of the talking beasts, demons, heroes, strong-

minded women, rogues, and gurus who populate these pages. Excellent for storytelling collections.

Copyright 1992 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal

For this worthy addition to the Pantheon series, Ramanujan combed through 3000 oral tales, selecting and
editing 111 examples from 20 languages that represent most of the regions of India. Rather than being taken
from literary texts, these tales are told by actual tellers, mainly nonprofessional householders. Ramanujan
divides this truly remarkable collection into 11 sections, each including at least one of the following: male-
centered tales; women-centered tales; tales about families; tales about fate, gods, demons; humorous tales;
animal tales; and stories about stories. The selections are thus "a metonymy, a part that speaks of and for
something larger than itself." In their scope and simplicity, these wondrous tales not only exemplify the
folklore of India but of the world. From the informative introduction to the explanatory notes, the entire book
outstandingly demonstrates the enduring strength of Indian folklore tradition.

- Glenn O. Carey, Eastern Kentucky Univ., Richmond

Copyright 1992 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Jose Gould:

This book untitled Folktales from India (The Pantheon Fairy Tale and Folklore Library) to be one of severa
books which best seller in this year, that is because when you read this guide you can get alot of benefit onto
it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book store or you can order it by using online. The



publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, because you can read this
book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to your account to past this e-book from your list.

Johnnie Gonzales;

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Did you know? Many alot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find anew activity hereislook different you
can read any book. It isreally funin your case. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the whole day
to reading a e-book. The book Folktales from India (The Pantheon Fairy Tale and Folklore Library) itis
extremely good to read. There are alot of individuals who recommended this book. We were holding
enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy the
e-book. Y ou can mOore simply to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this
book possesses high quality.

Tracy Rojas.

Folktales from India (The Pantheon Fairy Tale and Folklore Library) can be one of your starter books that
are good idea. We al recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that will
increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information.
The writer giving his/her effort to set every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Folktales from
India (The Pantheon Fairy Tale and Folklore Library) athough doesn't forget the main position, giving the
reader the hottest and based confirm resource data that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great
information may drawn you into brand new stage of crucial imagining.

Sean Rusin:

Asapupil exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or to make summary
for some guide, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's internal or real their hobby. They
just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there but nothing reading
very seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and can't see colorful images on
there. Yeah, it isfor being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. Aswe know that on this
period, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore
, this Folktales from India (The Pantheon Fairy Tale and Folklore Library) can make you experience more
interested to read.
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