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The Autobiography of a Boy of Summer Who Became a Man for All Seasons

Before Barry Bonds, before Reggie Jackson, before Hank Aaron, baseball's stars
had one undeniable trait in common: they were all white. In 1947, Jackie
Robinson broke that barrier, striking a crucial blow for racial equality and
changing the world of sports forever. | Never Had It Made is Robinson's own
candid, hard-hitting account of what it took to become the first black man in
history to play in the major |eagues.

| Never Had It Made recalls Robinson's early years and influences: histime at
UCLA, where he became the school's first four-letter athlete; his army stint
during World War |1, when he challenged Jim Crow laws and narrowly escaped
court martial; his years of frustration, on and off the field, with the Negro
Leagues; and finally that fateful day when Branch Rickey of the Brooklyn
Dodgers proposed what became known as the "Noble Experiment"—Robinson
would step up to bat to integrate and revolutionize baseball.

More than a baseball story, | Never Had It Made also reveal s the highs and lows
of Robinson's life after baseball. He recounts his political aspirations and civil
rights activism; his friendships with Martin Luther King, Jr., Malcolm X,
William Buckley, Jr., and Nelson Rockefeller; and his troubled relationship with
his son, Jackie, Jr.

Originally published the year Robinson died, | Never Had It Made endures as an
inspiring story of a man whose heroism extended well beyond the playing field.
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Before Barry Bonds, before Reggie Jackson, before Hank Aaron, baseball's stars had one undeniable trait in
common: they were all white. In 1947, Jackie Robinson broke that barrier, striking acrucia blow for racial
equality and changing the world of sports forever. | Never Had It Made is Robinson's own candid, hard-
hitting account of what it took to become the first black man in history to play in the major leagues.

| Never Had It Made recalls Robinson's early years and influences: histime at UCLA, where he became the
school's first four-letter athlete; his army stint during World War 11, when he challenged Jim Crow laws and
narrowly escaped court martial; his years of frustration, on and off the field, with the Negro L eagues; and
finally that fateful day when Branch Rickey of the Brooklyn Dodgers proposed what became known as the
"Noble Experiment"—Robinson would step up to bat to integrate and revol utionize baseball.

More than a baseball story, | Never Had It Made also reveals the highs and lows of Robinson's life after
baseball. He recounts his political aspirations and civil rights activism; his friendships with Martin Luther
King, Jr., Malcolm X, William Buckley, Jr., and Nelson Rockefeller; and his troubled relationship with his
son, Jackie, Jr.

Originally published the year Robinson died, | Never Had It Made endures as an inspiring story of aman
whose heroism extended well beyond the playing field.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

This autobiography, which was originally published in 1972, the year Robinson died, is not about baseball:
it's about the deep commitment that Robinson made to achieve justice for himself and all Americans. He
recalls hisyearsat UCLA, where he became the school's first four-letter athlete and met his future wife,
Rachel. With the advent of WWII he was drafted into the army, became a lieutenant and was court-martialed
for refusing to move to the back of abus. He was honorably discharged. He played for the Kansas City
Monarchs of the Negro Leagues until he was recruited by Branch Rickey of the Brooklyn Dodgers. In 1947
Raobinson broke the color line in the major leagues and suffered terrible abuse for doing so. He discusses his
relationships with the sports figures he admired, like Rickey and teammate Pee Wee Reese, and also recalls
his run-ins with those he did not like, such as Dodger owner Walter O'Malley, who was "viciously
antagonistic," and sportswriter Dick Young, a"racial bigot." Much of the book, written with freelancer
Duckett, focuses on Robinson's political involvements after his career ended in 1956 and his friendships with
such diverse characters as Martin Luther King, Macolm X, William Buckley and Nelson Rockefeller. The
most wrenching episodes in the book deal with Jackie Jr., who overcame his heroin addiction only to be
killed in an automobile accident at age 24 in 1971. A disturbing and enlightening self-portrait by one of
America's genuine heroes. Photos not seen by PW.

Copyright 1995 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal

This book essentially enlarges upon matters Duckett had covered with Robinson in an earlier work,
Breakthrough to the Big League (1965). Included are introductions by Hank Aaron and Cornel West that
provide fresh perspectives on the significance of the legendary star's breaking of major league baseball's
color barrier. With each retelling, it is clear that Robinson's story has become less a baseball story than a
major cultural milestone in the nation's history. As George Will is quoted as saying, it was "one of the great
achievements not only in the annals of sport, but of the human drama anywhere, anytime." Appropriate for
both adult and young adult collections.William H. Hoffman, Ft. Myers-Lee Cty. P.L., Fla

Copyright 1995 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review

I Never Had It Made is Jackie Robinson's own candid, hard-hitting autobiographical account of what it took
to become the first black man in American history to play in the major leagues. | Never Had It Made recalls
Robinson's early years and influences: histime at UCLA, where he became the school's first four-letter
athlete, his army stint during World War 11, when he challenged Jim Crow laws and narrowly escaped court
martia; hisyears of frustration, on and off the field, with the Negro Leagues; and finally that fateful day
when Branch Rickey of the Brooklyn Dodgers proposed what became known as the "Noble Experiment” --
Raobinson would step up to bat to integrate and revolutionize baseball. More than just a baseball story, |
Never Had It Made also reveals the highs and lows of Robinson's life after baseball. He recounts his political
aspirations and civil rights activism; his friendships with Martin Luther King, Jr. , Malcom X, William
Buckley, and Nelson Rockefeller, and his troubled relationship with his son, Jackie, Jr. | Never Had It Made
is an engaging, candid, informative autobiography deserving to be read by awhole new generation to whom
pioneers like Robinson are otherwise merely footnotes in their history books. -- Midwest Book Review



Users Review
From reader reviews:
Patsy Marshall:

| Never Had It Made: An Autobiography of Jackie Robinson can be one of your beginning books that are
good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that could
increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The
article writer giving hig’her effort to get every word into joy arrangement in writing | Never Had It Made: An
Autobiography of Jackie Robinson nevertheless doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest
along with based confirm resource data that maybe you can be among it. This great information can certainly
drawn you into completely new stage of crucial pondering.

Jonathan Garcia:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this| Never Had It Made: An Autobiography
of Jackie Robinson e-book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book which might be
understand by anyone who have read the book. Written in good manner for you, dripping every ideas and
writing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still doubt | Never Had It Made: An
Autobiography of Jackie Robinson as good book not only by the cover but also with the content. Thisis one
e-book that can break don't judge book by its handle, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick
that!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to an
additional sixth sense.

Carrie Wilson:

This| Never Had It Made: An Autobiography of Jackie Robinson is great publication for you because the
content which can be full of information for you who always deal with world and get to make decision every
minute. This book reveal it data accurately using great manage word or we can say no rambling sentences
within it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole detailsin it. Doesn't mean it only offers
you straight forward sentences but tough core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having | Never
Had It Made: An Autobiography of Jackie Robinson in your hand like finding the world in your arm,
information in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no publication that offer you world within ten or
fifteen moment right but this guide aready do that. So, it is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. hectic
do you still doubt inwhich?

Frances Barrett:

A lot of people said that they feel fed up when they reading areserve. They are directly felt this when they
get ahalf elements of the book. Y ou can choose the book | Never Had It Made: An Autobiography of Jackie
Robinson to make your reading is interesting. Y our personal skill of reading talent is developing when you
including reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the opinion about
book and examining especialy. It isto be very first opinion for you to like to available a book and studly it.
Beside that the reserve | Never Had It Made: An Autobiography of Jackie Robinson can to be anewly



purchased friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of the time.
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