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This volume is motivated by the desire to explain why Neanderthals were
replaced by modern humans, in terms of cultural differences between the two
(sub-) species. It provides up-to-date coverage on the theory of cultural evolution
as is being used by anthropologists, archaeologists, biologists and psychologists
to decipher hominin cultural change and diversity during the Palaeolithic. The
contributing authors are directly involved in this effort and the material presented
includes novel approaches and findings. Chapters explain how learning strategies
in combination with social and demographic factors (e.g., population size and
mobility patterns) predict cultural evolution in a world without the printing press,
television or the Internet. Also addressed is the inverse problem of how learning
strategies may be inferred from actual trajectories of cultural change, for example
as seen in the North American Palaeolithic. Mathematics and statistics, a
sometimes necessary part of theory, are explained in elementary terms where
they appear, with details relegated to appendices. Full citations of the relevant
literature will help the reader to further pursue any topic of interest.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover
This volume is motivated by the desire to explain why Neanderthals were replaced by modern humans, in
terms of cultural differences between the two (sub-)species. It provides up-to-date coverage on the theory of
cultural evolution as is being used by anthropologists, archaeologists, biologists, and psychologists to
decipher hominin cultural change and diversity during the Palaeolithic. The contributing authors are directly
involved in this effort, and the material presented includes novel approaches and findings. Chapters explain
how learning strategies in combination with social and demographic factors (e.g., population size and
mobility patterns) predict cultural evolution in a world without the printing press, television, or the Internet.
Also addressed is the inverse problem of how learning strategies may be inferred from actual trajectories of
cultural change, for example as seen in the North American Palaeolithic. Mathematics and statistics, a
sometimes necessary part of theory, are explained in elementary terms where they appear, with details
relegated to appendices. Full citations of the relevant literature will help the reader to further pursue any
topic of interest.

About the Author

Alex Mesoudi is Reader in Anthropology at Durham University, UK.  He conducts research into human
cultural evolution and social learning. He uses a combination of lab experiments and theoretical models to
explore the individual-level processes – who copies what, from whom and when – that underlie broad
patterns of cultural change. He has authored over 40 peer-reviewed journal articles and book chapters and
one previous book entitled “Cultural Evolution: How Darwinian Theory Can Explain Human Culture and
Synthesize the Social Sciences” (University of Chicago Press, 2011).

Kenichi Aoki is Visiting Professor at Meiji University and Emeritus Professor at the University of Tokyo. He
currently conducts theoretical research on cultural evolution and on the genetic evolution of learning
strategies. He has also authored theoretical articles on group selection, gene-culture coevolution and mate
choice. He is coeditor of two volumes focusing on the Neanderthal-modern human problem, “Neanderthals
and Modern Humans in Western Asia” (Plenum Press, 1998) and “Dynamics of Learning in  Neanderthals
and Modern Humans Volume 1 Cultural Perspectives” (Springer 2013).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Carrie Freeman:

As people who live in the modest era should be update about what going on or details even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era and that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to you is
you don't know what kind you should start with. This Learning Strategies and Cultural Evolution during the
Palaeolithic (Replacement of Neanderthals by Modern Humans Series) is our recommendation to help you
keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and wish in this era.



Richard Capps:

This Learning Strategies and Cultural Evolution during the Palaeolithic (Replacement of Neanderthals by
Modern Humans Series) usually are reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why.
The reason of this Learning Strategies and Cultural Evolution during the Palaeolithic (Replacement of
Neanderthals by Modern Humans Series) can be one of the great books you must have is giving you more
than just simple studying food but feed you with information that maybe will shock your prior knowledge.
This book will be handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-
book and printed kinds. Beside that this Learning Strategies and Cultural Evolution during the Palaeolithic
(Replacement of Neanderthals by Modern Humans Series) giving you an enormous of experience for
instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day
exercise. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Melvin Wilhelm:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Aim
to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its deal with may doesn't work at
this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer might be Learning Strategies and Cultural Evolution during the
Palaeolithic (Replacement of Neanderthals by Modern Humans Series) why because the wonderful cover
that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is usually
fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Helene Anderson:

In this particular era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are
more important than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What
you must do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to have a look at some books. Among the
books in the top list in your reading list is definitely Learning Strategies and Cultural Evolution during the
Palaeolithic (Replacement of Neanderthals by Modern Humans Series). This book that is qualified as The
Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking upward and review this
book you can get many advantages.
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