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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

In spite of its high desertion rate, its fatal preference for frontal assault and resistance to modernization, the
polyglot, multinational force known as the French Foreign Legion has maintained a reputation for do-or-die
combat ferocity since its founding a century and a half ago. Porch ( The Conquest of the Sahara) describes
the Legion's unique recruitment practices, merciless training methods and traditions from which it derivesits
special character, and also relates how it carved its colorful history in the sands of the Sahara and the jungles
of Africaand Indochina. The study includes vivid descriptions of such classic legionnaire battles as the 1848
seige at Zaatchain Morocco and the valiant last stand at Dien Bien Phu in 1954. This entertaining history
captures the romance, mystery and drama of the Legion aswell astheiron at its core. Photos.

Copyright 1991 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal

Porch, a distinguished scholar of France's military experience, has integrated exhaustive archival research
with comprehensive, critical use of an extensive memoair literature to produce the definitive history of this
unique military formation. Porch analyzes the relationship of the Foreign Legion to the French army and
French society. He discusses the legion's role as an instrument of redemption, and its status as an dlite
fighting force. He evaluates the legion'sinternal dynamics, throwing new light on such cliche-encrusted
issues as the role of desertion in the legion's subculture and the nature of legion discipline. The book also
serves as an excellent history of France's colonial wars, with the legion at center stage. Porch's accounts of
the conquest of Algeria, the Dahomey and Madagascar campaigns, and the French occupation of Tonkin in
the 1880s surpass anything in English. His analysis of the French defeat in Indochinais amodel of its kind.
Porch's sense of the mot juste and the telling phrase make this book a pleasure to read, as well as an exercise
in sound history. Recommended for most collections.

- D.E. Showalter, Colorado Call., Colorado Sporings

Copyright 1991 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Kirkus Reviews

A thorough account of France's most famous military force, meticulously sifting legend from actual events,
by the scholarly chronicler of the French colonial presence in Africa (The Conguest of the Sahara, 1984,
etc.). Fittingly, in hisanalysis of primary materials and historical accounts Porch is able to verify that many
legends of the Legion contain more than agrain of truth. From its establishment in 1831 it was intended as a
catch basin for the mal contents and desperate men of Europe, many of whom were then swarming into
France as political refugees. Assigned originally to the French conquest of Algeria, it began to establish a
reputation for itself during a subsequent disastrous campaign in Spain in 1835. In the course of itslong
career, the Legion has served commendably in Russia and Mexico, in the Franco-Prussian and both World
Wars, and in Indochina, where its brave but futile struggle to retain Dien Bien Phu against the Viet Minhin
1954 signaled an end to French colonialism in the region. It was to North Algeria, however, that it was most
often returned, and in 1961 Algeria almost became its undoing when prevailing Legion sentiments against
Algerian independence led to a crisis with the de Gaulle government and a quickly repressed coup d',tat. As
aresult of this colorful history, the Legion emerges here with alife of its own, complemented by assessments
of the sociopoalitical situation. Stimulating reading for adventurers and serious students alike--an informative,
lively view of aunique military presence in modern times. (For a searing first-person account of servicein
the Legion, see Christian Jennings's A Mouthful of Rocks, 1989). (Thirty-two pages of halftones--not seen.)
-- Copyright ©1991, Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights reserved.



Users Review
From reader reviews:
LavelleHildreth:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have alot more or little spare time? Y es, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take awalk,
shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or read a book called The French Foreign Legion:
A Complete History of the Legendary Fighting Force? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You
understand beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you
agree with the opinion or you have different opinion?

Melissa Conner:

In this eraglobalization it isimportant to someone to get information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information easier
to share. You can find alot of referrals to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. Y ou
will observe that now, alot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to you personally is The French Foreign Legion: A Complete History of the Legendary
Fighting Force this publication consist alot of the information from the condition of this world now. This
kind of book was represented how can the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer make
usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some analysis when he makes this book.
Here iswhy this book acceptable al of you.

Maur een Bonds:

Isit you actually who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The French Foreign Legion: A
Complete History of the Legendary Fighting Force can be the respond to, oh how comes? A fresh book you
know. Y ou are consequently out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand-new erais
common not a nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Colleen Edwards:

Y ou may get this The French Foreign Legion: A Complete History of the Legendary Fighting Force by
browse the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve issue if you get difficulties
for your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by written or printed and aso can you enjoy
this book simply by e-book. In the modern eralike now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and
searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about
your e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to
choose correct ways for you.
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