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Before he became a private investigator, before he served in the Detroit police,
and long before he retreated to the wintry reaches of Michigan's Upper Peninsula,
Alex McKnight played ball in the minor leagues. He doesn't spend much time
thinking about those days, at least not until a former teammate comes looking for
him. . . .

The man's here to ask a favor. He wants Alex to help him find the woman with
whom he had a brief, passionate affair three decades ago. Who is Alex to deny
his friend a chance to ward off a classic midlife chill by rekindling an old flame?
But as the search deepens, McKnight begins to suspect that he hasn't been told
the full story. And there might just be a reason why this mysterious woman is so
hard to find.

The Hunting Wind continues Steve Hamilton's award-winning and New York
Times-bestselling Alex McKnight series.
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The man's here to ask a favor. He wants Alex to help him find the woman with whom he had a brief,
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Alex McKnight, the burned-out former cop turned PI of Steve Hamilton's Edgar Award-winning first novel,
A Cold Day in Paradise, was a promising catcher who never quite made it to the majors. But his old
teammate Randy Wilkins did, for one game with the Detroit Tigers that effectively ended the pitcher's career.
What Randy can't forget about that game was the beautiful young woman he met the night before he blew his
future in professional sports. Over two decades later, he's come to McKnight to track down the mysterious
Maria, whose memory still haunts him. The trail is pretty cold after all these years, but Alex manages to get a
line on Maria's relatives, who aren't exactly thrilled to make his acquaintance. In fact, they're downright
hostile when Alex finds them in a small Michigan town, and he just barely escapes with his life. But he
perseveres, and ultimately makes his way to an even smaller resort town, where the natives are almost as
unfriendly. The police chief is so hostile to Alex's efforts that he quickly realizes someone else is on her tail,
and that there's a good reason she's been hiding out for so long. Not only that, when someone shoots Randy
and almost kills him, Alex is in for another nasty surprise. His old friend isn't who he seems to be, and Alex
himself may be the victim of exactly the kind of scam Randy's been running since he left the majors.

Hamilton has a well-developed sense of place, and he's good at exploring the complexities of his protagonist.
But it's Randy the reader wants more fully realized, even after the mystery is solved and Alex makes a
beeline back to Paradise. This is a taut, well-written thriller that fulfills Hamilton's promise as a writer to
watch. --Jane Adams

From Publishers Weekly
Edgar and Shamus Awards-winner Hamilton's third Alex McKnight thriller (after A Cold Day in Paradise;
Winter of the Wolf Moon) is the next best thing to Evelyn Wood. It is un-put-downable. McKnight, a former
Detroit cop, was "retired" by a bullet that remains lodged in his chest. He owns a small business in upstate
Michigan and likes to spend his time in the local pub watching his beloved Tigers on TV. One day, an old
friend walks in a man he hasn't seen for 30 years. Alex has a soft spot for old buddies who exploit him
mercilessly. This one is no exception. He wants Alex to help him find an former girlfriend whom he hasn't
seen in decades. As he won't listen to reason, he and Alex are soon in Detroit on the almost nonexistent trail
of his boyhood love. It is a leisurely but interesting trek that doesn't quicken until it seems to peter out
entirely. Then, an unexpected act of violence causes everything we have believed real to blur into a haze of
doubt. We are in the glorious, shadowy realm of noir where nothing is what it seems. Alex, the street-smart
cop, is momentarily a babe in the woods in a pit of vipers. Hamilton's prose moves us smoothly along and his
characters are marvelously real. His world is an existential one merciless to the innocent but in this
exceptionally entertaining novel, McKnight is a decent man whose wits are a match for a whole world of
vipers.

Copyright 2001 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
The "hunting wind," Ojibwa for the north wind, drives two beat-up old baseball players on a hunt for the
blown-away past in Hamilton's third private-eye story set in Michigan's Upper Peninsula. Hamilton's hero,
Alex McKnight, ex-minor league catcher, ex-Detroit cop, current proprietor of his father's bare-bones
hunting camp, seems to have neither the aptitude nor the ambition to be a private eye. This flaw, intentional

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


or not, does yield some great comic moments, as McKnight bumbles around vital records offices, city clerk's
offices, and libraries, trying to figure out just how an investigator would act. The worth of the series comes
from the hardscrabble Upper Peninsula atmosphere and its gritty, eccentric characters (rendered in dialogue
worthy of the Coen brothers) and from McKnight's middle-aged reflections on a life just disappointing
enough to be interesting. The current mystery grows out of McKnight's old teammate, a goofy southpaw
pitcher, and his desire to find his lost love of more than 30 years ago. The old teammates' inept search takes a
nosedive into terror as they uncover some secrets best kept festering in the past. The surprise ending delivers
a satisfying jolt. Hamilton's first novel, A Cold Day in Paradise, won both the Edgar for Best First Novel and
the Shamus for Best First Mystery. Connie Fletcher
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Frank Lach:

Throughout other case, little persons like to read book The Hunting Wind: An Alex McKnight Mystery
(Alex McKnight Novels). You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Given that we know
about how is important the book The Hunting Wind: An Alex McKnight Mystery (Alex McKnight Novels).
You can add expertise and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, since from
book you can know everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will be known. About
simple point until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we could open a book or perhaps
searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the
library. Let's study.

George Oneal:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled The Hunting Wind: An Alex McKnight Mystery (Alex McKnight Novels) your thoughts will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will
end up your mind friends. Imaging each and every word written in a e-book then become one web form
conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get ahead of. The The Hunting Wind: An Alex
McKnight Mystery (Alex McKnight Novels) giving you one more experience more than blown away your
thoughts but also giving you useful information for your better life within this era. So now let us explain to
you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished reading it,
like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Carol Boissonneault:

Is it an individual who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Hunting Wind: An Alex
McKnight Mystery (Alex McKnight Novels) can be the reply, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are
and so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity.
So what these guides have than the others?



Pamela Watkins:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is created or printed or descriptive from each source this filled update of news. With this modern
era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social including
newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just seeking the
The Hunting Wind: An Alex McKnight Mystery (Alex McKnight Novels) when you required it?
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