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Ivan is an easygoing gorilla. Living at the Exit 8 Big Top Mall and Video
Arcade, he has grown accustomed to humans watching him through the glass
walls of his domain. He rarely misses his life in the jungle. In fact, he hardly ever
thinks about it at all.

Instead, Ivan thinks about TV shows he’s seen and about his friends Stella, an
elderly elephant, and Bob, a stray dog. But mostly Ivan thinks about art and how
to capture the taste of a mango or the sound of leaves with color and a well-
placed line.

Then he meets Ruby, a baby elephant taken from her family, and she makes Ivan
see their home—and his own art—through new eyes. When Ruby arrives, change
comes with her, and it’s up to Ivan to make it a change for the better.

Katherine Applegate blends humor and poignancy to create Ivan’s unforgettable
first-person narration in a story of friendship, art, and hope.
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Ivan is an easygoing gorilla. Living at the Exit 8 Big Top Mall and Video Arcade, he has grown accustomed
to humans watching him through the glass walls of his domain. He rarely misses his life in the jungle. In fact,
he hardly ever thinks about it at all.

Instead, Ivan thinks about TV shows he’s seen and about his friends Stella, an elderly elephant, and Bob, a
stray dog. But mostly Ivan thinks about art and how to capture the taste of a mango or the sound of leaves
with color and a well-placed line.

Then he meets Ruby, a baby elephant taken from her family, and she makes Ivan see their home—and his
own art—through new eyes. When Ruby arrives, change comes with her, and it’s up to Ivan to make it a
change for the better.

Katherine Applegate blends humor and poignancy to create Ivan’s unforgettable first-person narration in a
story of friendship, art, and hope.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Gr 4–6—Budding fans and die-hard Ivanites alike will appreciate this sumptuous, oversize edition of
Applegate's spare yet resonant Newbery Award—winning work, inspired by actual events, about a gorilla
put on display at a mall and his journey to freedom. Castelao's gentle spot-art illustrations, originally printed
in black-and-white, are presented in full color, bringing to life with tenderness Ivan; his friends Stella, Ruby,
and Bob; and the artwork Ivan creates, which eventually casts a spotlight on his plight. Bonus materials add
appeal and context: Applegate's Newbery acceptance speech; a copy of the real Ivan's "autograph"
(fingerprint); a letter from Jodi Carrigan, the zookeeper who helped care for Ivan at Zoo Atlanta (where he
lived after leaving the mall); and sketches and illustrations that were considered for the original
edition.—Mahnaz Dar, School Library Journal

Review
“Narrator Adam Grupper is gruff in his portrayal of Ivan, capturing the ape’s voice and unique
perspective....his approach will delight young listeners.” (Publishers Weekly)

From the Author
When I started to write about the grim facts of the real Ivan's solitary existence, a new tale slowly began to
take shape.  At least on the page, where anything is possible, I wanted to give Ivan (even while captive
behind the walls of his tiny cage) a voice of his own and a story to tell.

For more about the book, visit theoneandonlyivan.com.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Karen Lheureux:

The book The One and Only Ivan CD will bring you to the new experience of reading the book. The author
style to describe the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to see, this book very suited to
you. The book The One and Only Ivan CD is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the
e-book from the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Emma Patterson:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you are ride on and with addition info. Even you love The One and Only Ivan CD, you may
enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh come
on its mind hangout men. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its known as reading friends.



Daniel England:

Is it you actually who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The One and Only Ivan CD
can be the respond to, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your
free time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the
others?

Anne Braden:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This book The One and Only Ivan CD was colourful and of course
has pictures on the website. As we know that book The One and Only Ivan CD has many kinds or category.
Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and believe you
are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it makes you feel
happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading which.
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