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With four elegant and beautifully crafted novels Julien Gracq has established
himself as one of France's premier postwar novelists. A mysterious and retiring
figure, Gracq characteristically refused the Goncourt, France's most distinguished
literary prize, when it was awarded to him in 1951 for this book. Asthe latest
work in the Twentieth-Century Continental Fiction Series, Gracq'a masterpiece is
now available for the first timein English.

Set in afictitious Mediterranean port city, The Opposing Shore is the first-person
account of ayoung aristocrat sent to observe the activities of anaval base. The
fort lies at the country's border; at its feet is the bay of Syrtes. Acrossthe bay is
territory of the enemy who has, for three hundred years, been at war with the
narrator's countrymen; the battle has become a complex, tacit game in which no
actions are taken and no peace declared. Asthe narrator comes to understand,
everything depends upon a boundary, unseen but certain, separating the two
sides. Besides the narrator there are two other main characters, the dark and
laconic captain of the base and a woman whose compex relations to both sides of
the war brings the narator deeper into the story's web.

For many French readers The Opposing Shore (published as Le rivage des Syrtes
), with its theme of transgressions and boundaries, spoke to the issue of defeat
and the desire to fail: a paticularly sensitive motif in postwar French literature.
But there is nothing about the novel tying it either to France or to the 1950s; in
fact, Gracq's novel, with its elaborate, richly detailed prose, will be of greater
interest now than at any point in the last twenty years.
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With four elegant and beautifully crafted novels Julien Gracq has established himself as one of France's
premier postwar novelists. A mysterious and retiring figure, Gracq characteristically refused the Goncourt,
France's most distinguished literary prize, when it was awarded to him in 1951 for this book. As the latest
work in the Twentieth-Century Continental Fiction Series, Gracq'a masterpiece is now available for the first
timein English.

Set in afictitious Mediterranean port city, The Opposing Shore is the first-person account of ayoung
aristocrat sent to observe the activities of anaval base. The fort lies at the country's border; at itsfeet isthe
bay of Syrtes. Acrossthe bay isterritory of the enemy who has, for three hundred years, been at war with the
narrator's countrymen; the battle has become a complex, tacit game in which no actions are taken and no
peace declared. Asthe narrator comes to understand, everything depends upon a boundary, unseen but
certain, separating the two sides. Besides the narrator there are two other main characters, the dark and
laconic captain of the base and a woman whose compex relations to both sides of the war brings the narator
deeper into the story's web.

For many French readers The Opposing Shore (published as Le rivage des Syrtes ), with its theme of
transgressions and boundaries, spoke to the issue of defeat and the desire to fail: a paticularly sensitive motif
in postwar French literature. But there is nothing about the novel tying it either to France or to the 1950s; in
fact, Gracq's novel, with its elaborate, richly detailed prose, will be of greater interest now than at any point
in the last twenty years.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

In this surrealist novel, winner of the Prix Goncourt, young nobleman Aldo feels the lure of aforbidden
country hostile for 300 years to his own city-state. PW stated that " Gracq's hypnotic dreamworld, itsrichly
coiling and textured prose, holds the reader in its strange spell."

Copyright 1987 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal

The "opposing shore" is uncivilized Farghestan, which faces decadent Orsenna across the desolate and
marshy Bay of Syrtes. Gracq's most famous novel, published in France in 1951, posits a somnolent war of
three centuries' duration between the two Mediterranean states. At long last a restless Orsennian opens "one
of those doors you pass through in dreams’ to provoke his hereditary enemies to action. By novel's end the
barbarians are at the gate. Gracq's is a 20th-century vision of decay expressed in the lapidary style of an
earlier age, a masterpiece of atmosphere and indirection. Highly recommended for collections of modern
literature. Grove Koger, Boise P.L., Id.

Copyright 1986 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Language Notes
Text: English, French (translation)

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Connie Sims:

Have you spare time for aday? What do you do when you have alot more or little spare time? Y eah, you can
choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take
astroll, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open aswell as read a book entitled The Opposing
Shore? Maybe it isto get best activity for you. You aready know beside you can spend your time with the
favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have additional
opinion?

Taylor Becker:

Book isto be different for every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. We all know that
that book is very important usually. The book The Opposing Shore was making you to know about other
expertise and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The book The
Opposing Shoreis not only giving you more new information but also to be your friend when you really feel
bored. Y ou can spend your current spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship while using
book The Opposing Shore. Y ou never fedl lose out for everything in case you read some books.



Theresa Collins:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This book The Opposing Shore was multi-colored and of course has
pictures on there. As we know that book The Opposing Shore has many kinds or type. Start from kids until
teens. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and think that you are the character on
there. So, not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try
to choose the best book for you and try to like reading which.

Karen Huff:

Wheat is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got scholars? We believe that that query was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you also
know that little person similar to reading or as looking at become their hobby. Y ou must know that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the thing. Book isimportant thing to provide you knowledge, except
your own personal teacher or lecturer. Y ou discover good news or update concerning something by book.
Different categories of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them isniagra The
Opposing Shore.
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